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Regional Partnership for Food Waste Solutions
The Iowa Waste Reduction Center is excited to announce the Regional Partnership for Food Waste
Solutions, a USDA food waste grant program that we began work on in 2021. The goal of this project
is to decrease the amount of food waste discarded in landfills through the facilitation of partnership
building at a regional level. Building partnerships has the capacity to increase available
opportunities that divert food waste from the landfill and also increases community engagement to
address issues associated with food waste as well as available solutions. We look forward to
achieving this goal by providing webinars and virtual meetings for key food waste stakeholders in
four select regions throughout the Upper Midwest. Additionally, regional participants will have the
opportunity to receive training that helps divert food waste from the landfill. The Regional Partnership
for Food Waste Solutions is providing assistance in four regions in the Upper Midwest that includes
portions of Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.
Here is what you can expect from this project. There will be training opportunities which cover four
key topics regarding the implementation and regulation of food waste strategies. These four training
topics include:
•

Non permitted composting regulations that correlate to each participating state’s
requirements as well as best management practices to keep composting operations active.

•
•
•

Information regarding cafeterias interested in diverting edible food scraps through the
implementation of share tables, partnership building when donating, and liability protection.
Federal and participating state’s regulatory requirements when feeding animals
(swine/ruminants) food scraps.
Tax incentives available to food donors and guidance for receiving them.

In addition to training, the Regional Partnership for Food Waste Solutions will be creating and
distributing window clings and certificates of participation aimed to encourage participation in the
reducing and preventing food waste in landfills. Additionally, the IWRC will be developing a
customized action plan for each regional that will include recommended strategies for reducing food
waste; a list of local food donation opportunities, composting facilities, and anaerobic digesters; as
well as all four training guides developed by the IWRC
Another important aspect of this project includes hosting no less than 2 virtual meetings for each of
the 4 regions included. The initial meeting will include relevant stakeholders like Food Waste
Generators (schools, restaurants, etc.), Waste Managers/Recyclers, Food Diverters, and Municipal
Leaders and Local/Regional Government. At this meeting, the IWRC will discuss the EPA’S food
recovery hierarchy, issues surrounding food waste, and diversion strategies. The second meeting
will focus on teamwork and partnership building which will help to promote the implementation of
food waste reduction projects. The meetings will also provide the opportunity for stakeholders in the
region to request on-site training for further assistance.
The final goal of this project will be to expand online educational tools and reach of the IWRC. All
four training guides along with fact sheets will be available for easy download on our website.
Additionally, a geographic information system (GIS) map will be housed on the IWRC website to
showcase all participating regions and stakeholders.
Our very first training guide as described above can be found here.
This project aims to reduce the large amounts of food waste that are being put into landfills, and
here at the IWRC we are taking great strides in ensuring that training and guidance is readily
available to anyone who may need it. To learn more about food waste visit our website or give us a
call at 319-273-8905.
----Rural Community Assistance Partnership, Inc., is an equal opportunity provider and employer
This material is based upon work supported under a grant by the Rural Utilities Service, United
States Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations

expressed in this material are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the official views of the Rural Utilities Service.

Minor Source Emissions Inventory Assistance
MSEI season is underway. Facilities in the western third of Iowa must submit their 2020 MSEI by
May 15, 2021. The IWRC's Iowa Air Emissions Assistance Program has many resources available to
help including tutorials, calculators, checklists, and even one-on-one training sessions at no charge
for Iowa businesses with less than 100 employees. For more information,
visit https://iwrc.uni.edu/msei.

Iowa COVID-19 Business Impact and Recovery Survey
The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) once again needs your assistance in gathering
information to assess the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in Iowa.
We would like to invite you to help Iowa’s economic recovery and growth by completing a NEW
survey developed by the University of Northern Iowa's (UNI) Institute for Decision Making and
Strategic Marketing Services.
This is a follow-up to the two surveys completed in March and May 2020. Your participation is again
vital to state efforts to understand the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on Iowa businesses and
organizations.
You can complete the survey by clicking on this LINK or by going to going to the
following: www.sms.uni.edu/IEDABusinessRecoverySurvey. The deadline to complete this survey
is 5 pm on Wednesday, March 17, 2021.
The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) will use the information collected through the
survey to inform public policy and programming in response to the ongoing impacts of the pandemic
on Iowa.
Thank you for your participation.

Iowa DNR State & Local Emissions Inventory System (SLEIS) Online Training Session
April 15: 8:30-11:30 | Virtual

Updated Guidance for Feed Mills, Plus FREE Assistance
Recently, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources enhanced the guidance documents for
Prepared Feed Manufacturing Facilities (Feed Mills). Documents outlining permitting and compliance
requirements and federal rule applicability in addition to a new inspection ready guide can all be
found here.
If you are the owner or operator of a feed mill and you haven’t reviewed your air quality compliance
status recently or you would like additional support and clarification, the IWRC offers FREE
assistance in these areas. Please feel free to contact us at 1-800-422-3109 or
jennifer.wittenburg@uni.edu and we will be happy to assist you.

| Sustainability |
10 Sustainability and Social Impact Trends that We're Watching
(GreenBiz)
| Food Waste |
Behind Hellmann's Game Winning Super Bowl Food Waste Ad
(Waste 360)
| Air Quality |
COVID-19 Lockdowns Temporarily Raised Global Temperatures, Research Shows
(Science Daily)
| Recycling |
Coalition Outlines Federal Government's Role in Improving Recycling
(Waste Today)
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